ISSN: 2958-1397 (Online) . . .
ISSN: 2958-1400 (Print)

Bi-Annual Peer - Rey | ': y fo a H

AL JAZEERA FOR COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA STUDIES QAlc2lg JLalidl Glwlyal

lgall AleXI

8L Glc cpallg

wlkaill cilnaga
cabiajwll gluag

tcliS (b Belyd @ aileljidl Ja daadpll aalspll
JHidll gagdyi dliasg 1puledl dgigildll dlaliullg
cdrclon 8aly] i85L O (Gragill Gl il dyjlgall
Ijlaumg JLS] aimoll CilisaAj JAA Jalgill
Cilaiadll doadg 5j& olc capall

2026 jgaii/gilgy — 8 axell ) o
Issue 8 — July 2026 ALJAZEERA CENTRE FoR STUbILS







dipiall

picdlg Jlalidl Silwlyal
ALJAZEERA FOR COMMUNICATION AND MEDIA STUDIES
lwlyall 3ptjall jS3a (e Janli daSag digit cduad dajga
2026 jgaii/grlgy - 8 anell - dsalyl diwdll

sl gud)
TIEN| I FEV | IV VY

sl gutfy il
@lgall ae guall je .2

il piae
CENJIJRVEVIR
ypadll dm

@uli JT aaal agiell .5
o3« slol Al
Galanll dalnls .a
sea3l alg aaal gagw s
Galaell alll ayc .
Clulill sang Zlall .y

187 gulgal

wbhblell arc dana
el

oLl galpall
gl are @il

zalg prani
aglea ranl il Jci

(1/14
..
N
o4\

Clawlyall §yjall 3 Sya
ALJAZEERA CENTRE FOR STUDIES



claladl ¢ 5 g mally sl ¥ sl g Gualyl) o) )
Sl Jall 5y 3ol 38 e gl ddaal) LALLSS

L 4d cijlie adady cluhll cuis

Giluwlyall 8ygjadl j-Sya &
ALJAZEERA CENTRE FOR STUDIES UJ¥C

ki — dasal)
(+974) 40158384 :uila
E-mail: AICM@aljazeeranet : s 5SIY) wyll — (+974) 44831346 : .Sl

ISSN: 2958-1397 (Online)
ISSN: 2958-1400 (Print)

Ladley) spjall Ay ALl play) g Uad 1Dl e
+974 4444 8452 : U - a3 - do-g W) - dabogll Hhd millas : delball



call" dgapu b Glyell :dadilsallg slaAXl G capall

War Between Concealment and Disclosure: Iraq in
the Narrative of the War That “Did Not Take Place”
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Abstract:

This study examines the transformations wrought by social media in the
representation of contemporary wars and conflicts, based on the cases of
the wars on Iraq (1991-2003) and the Gaza Strip (2023). It compares Western
media discourse and its approach to news coverage in these two contexts
by addressing the following guiding question: what distinguishes Baghdad
from Gaza as each is bombarded in Western media? Is this difference merely
a function of time, or does it reflect deeper technological and generational
shifts that have reshaped the global media landscape? And how has the
networked generation succeeded in undermining the dominance of the Israeli
narrative and bringing the Palestinian narrative to the forefront on a global
scale? Adopting a comparative analytical approach, the study investigates
the role of social media in reconfiguring the reality of contemporary warfare
in both Irag and Gaza. It draws on a theoretical framework grounded in the
work of French sociologist Jean Baudrillard, particularly his concept of
hyperreality and his well-known proposition in The Gulf War Did Not Take
Place- namely, that Western media representations transformed the war into
a form of “hyperreality” that obscured the reality of violence and destruction,
presenting it instead as a clean, technical and “smart” war. The study argues
that the shift from a traditional media environment to a networked digital
one- in the case of the genocidal war on Gaza- has led to a transformation
in media discourse from a centralised, ideologically driven format to fluid,
decentralised narratives produced and circulated across digital spaces.
During the war on lIraq, Western media institutions largely dominated
the representation of the conflict and the construction of its narrative.
By contrast, in the 2023 war on the Gaza Strip, social media emerged as
a central arena of narrative contestation, where users, particularly the
“networked generation”, played a key role in producing and disseminating
real-time, on-the-ground content that reshaped global public perception of



the war. The study concludes that the transformation in the representation
of war is not merely a matter of temporal change, but also the result of
profound technological and generational shifts within the media sphere.
Social media has enabled unprecedented capacities to deconstruct official
narratives and challenge traditional media dominance, despite the multiple
forms of censorship, suppression and digital content removal faced by pro-
Palestinian narratives.

Keywords: Media, War on Irag, War on Gaza, Concealment, Hyperreality,
Social Media.
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