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Abstract:

The study examines the competing and contradictory narratives in American
media coverage of the 7 October 2023 attacks and the war on Gaza. It
addresses the following set of questions: How did mainstream media
discourse and activist media present the 7 October 2023 attack and the
war on Gaza? What are the characteristics and framing strategies of these
discourses? What distinguishes activist media from mainstream American
media in constructing narratives about the war on Gaza? And how do these
two narratives interact in terms of influence, challenge or adaptation within
local American, regional and global geopolitical power structures? The study
adopts critical discourse analysis and relies on a purposive sample of articles
published in several major American mainstream media outlets, such as
CNN, The New York Times and Fox News, as well as activist media outlets
supportive of Palestine, including Mondoweiss, The Palestine Chronicle and
The Electronic Intifada. The sample consists of ten articles from each of the
six platforms mentioned, totalling sixty articles published between 7 October
2023 and 19 July 2025. The findings show that traditional media largely
reproduced a discourse aligned with the US administration’s policy toward
Palestine. In contrast, activist media focused on the human experience of
Palestinians during the war, as well as the moral and legal legitimacy of
the Palestinian struggle. The conflicting narratives reveal the geopolitical
intersection between media and power, demonstrating how media discourse
reflects and reproduces structures of power in ways that reinforce prevailing
perspectives and policies regarding Palestinians and the Israeli occupation.

Keywords: Activist Media, Mainstream Media, War on Gaza, Palestinian
Narrative, Critical Discourse Analysis.
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Abstract:

This study examines the drivers of Western media coverage of humanitarian
solidarity initiatives for Gaza, focusing on the June 2025 voyage of the Madleen
ship aimed at breaking the Israeli blockade on the territory. It investigates
the newsworthiness attributed to this initiative in major Western media
outlets, the extent to which a human rights-based approach is present in its
coverage, and the influence of ideological beliefs and geopolitical alliances of
communicators on its narrative representation and discursive construction
in news reports from France24 and the BBC. The study is situated at the
intersection of war, media and human rights, and is grounded in the concept
of the “mediatic construction of human rights”, which conceptualises
news as an ideological structure and human rights as a powerful cognitive
reference framework in Western societies. Methodologically, the study
combines discourse analysis of news values with a socio-cognitive approach
to news production. Theoretically, it draws on three main frameworks: news
values theory, agenda-setting theory and critical discourse analysis. The
findings highlight the ideological nature of news values in both France24 and
BBC coverage, and the dominance of the Israeli political and media agenda
in shaping news values and narrative representations of the initiative. This
results in cautious and evasive journalistic narratives that reveal a form of
“discursive dependency” on the Israeli narrative, along with editorial bias
toward it. The study also shows how this coverage exposes the erosion of
legal frameworks and the selective deployment of human rights discourse,
effectively diverting attention from the humanitarian nature of the initiative
and justifying the Israeli attack on the ship’s crew, the prevention of aid
delivery to Gaza and the minimisation of its severity.

Keywords: Mediatisation of Human Rights, Newsworthiness, Discursive
Construction, International Media Narrative, Humanitarian Aid Solidarity
Vessels.
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Abstract:

This study examines the transformations wrought by social media in the
representation of contemporary wars and conflicts, based on the cases of
the wars on Iraq (1991-2003) and the Gaza Strip (2023). It compares Western
media discourse and its approach to news coverage in these two contexts
by addressing the following guiding question: what distinguishes Baghdad
from Gaza as each is bombarded in Western media? Is this difference merely
a function of time, or does it reflect deeper technological and generational
shifts that have reshaped the global media landscape? And how has the
networked generation succeeded in undermining the dominance of the Israeli
narrative and bringing the Palestinian narrative to the forefront on a global
scale? Adopting a comparative analytical approach, the study investigates
the role of social media in reconfiguring the reality of contemporary warfare
in both Irag and Gaza. It draws on a theoretical framework grounded in the
work of French sociologist Jean Baudrillard, particularly his concept of
hyperreality and his well-known proposition in The Gulf War Did Not Take
Place- namely, that Western media representations transformed the war into
a form of “hyperreality” that obscured the reality of violence and destruction,
presenting it instead as a clean, technical and “smart” war. The study argues
that the shift from a traditional media environment to a networked digital
one- in the case of the genocidal war on Gaza- has led to a transformation
in media discourse from a centralised, ideologically driven format to fluid,
decentralised narratives produced and circulated across digital spaces.
During the war on lIraq, Western media institutions largely dominated
the representation of the conflict and the construction of its narrative.
By contrast, in the 2023 war on the Gaza Strip, social media emerged as
a central arena of narrative contestation, where users, particularly the
“networked generation”, played a key role in producing and disseminating
real-time, on-the-ground content that reshaped global public perception of



the war. The study concludes that the transformation in the representation
of war is not merely a matter of temporal change, but also the result of
profound technological and generational shifts within the media sphere.
Social media has enabled unprecedented capacities to deconstruct official
narratives and challenge traditional media dominance, despite the multiple
forms of censorship, suppression and digital content removal faced by pro-
Palestinian narratives.

Keywords: Media, War on Irag, War on Gaza, Concealment, Hyperreality,
Social Media.
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Abstract:

This study examines the linguistic registers of Western media discourse
and the narratives it constructs in its coverage of wars—their conditions,
trajectories and repercussions. It probes the extent of this discourse’s
commitment to representing lived reality, as well as the limits of its
instrumentalisation in service of specific political and geopolitical agendas.
The study is grounded in a central hypothesis: that Western media discourse
deploys a range of linguistic strategies, including metaphor, selective
categorisation, and emotionally and politically charged vocabulary. It
also relies on binary framing devices such as “humanitarianism” versus
“threat”, and “legitimate victim” versus “conditional victim”. The study
analyses a purposive sample of Western media discourse during the Russia-
Ukraine war (2022) and the Israeli war on the Gaza Strip (2023), adopting a
comparative approach rooted in critical discourse analysis. It also draws on
the concept of “cultural hegemony” to unpack how media narratives produce
unequal representations of the self and the other. The comparison reveals
a deep duality in the structure of these discourses. Coverage of the Russia—
Ukraine war relied on frames tied to principles of international law and the
ideological legacy of the Cold War, presenting Ukraine as a victim deserving of
unconditional support. In contrast, coverage of the war on Gaza was marked,
particularly in its early stages, by relative silence or implicit endorsement,
alongside a deliberate neglect of the historical context of Israel’s occupation
of Palestinian territories and its settler-colonial dimensions. The study
concludes that this duality effectively turns Western media into powerful
instruments of propaganda, utilised by Western political, military and
economic elites to advance their geopolitical interests. This occurs through
shaping public opinion by manipulating facts, distorting concepts and
excluding the historical and local contexts of conflicts and wars. At the same
time, the study highlights the role of digital expansion and the proliferation



of media platforms in recent years in challenging the dominance of Western
media discourse, through the emergence of strong counter-narratives that
have helped reintroduce pluralism into perspectives on these conflicts and
expanded access to alternative viewpoints.

Keywords: Western Media Discourse, Russia-Ukraine War; War on Gaza,
Double Standards, Digital Media.
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Abstract:

This study examines how the political environment has shaped Israeli media
coverage of the war on Gaza, addressing the following key question: What
impact did the political context that emerged after 7 October 2023 have on
the media treatment of the war in Gaza within Israeli media? And how was the
coverage of Israeli news outlets influenced by this environment during the
war? It adopts a descriptive-analytical approach to assess the effects of this
political context on Israeli media representations of the war. It also draws on
critical discourse analysis to examine the lexical and semantic structures of
Israeli media discourse, with the aim of identifying the meanings embedded
in it and the political contexts that shape it. The study is based on a sample of
22 media items published on the websites of Yedioth Ahronoth, The Jerusalem
Post and Haaretz in 2025. The findings show that Israeli media operate
within a discursive framework largely shaped by the Israeli government and
military, in addition to direct military censorship over security and political
issues. The media also tend to align with prevailing trends of extremism,
incitement and racism in Israeli society, both at the official and popular
levels, towards Palestinians, with the notable exception of Haaretz, which
adopted an oppositional stance. The study further concludes that Israeli
media align with government discourse in supporting what it describes as
“genocide”, through the dissemination of related news coverage. The media
also reproduce official narratives of condemnation and denunciation issued
by the Israeli government in response to global protests against the genocide
in Gaza, as well as to the recognition of a Palestinian state by Israel’s allied
governments.

Keywords: Political Environment of the Media, Media Treatment, Israeli
Media, War on Gaza.
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Abstract:

The study examines the phenomenon of social media platforms transforming
into a “parallel legal authority” that exerts influence beyond the scope of
traditional national and international legal systems. It focuses on how this
phenomenon has manifested in the context of the war launched by Israel on
the Gaza Strip since October 2023, where widespread patterns of restricting
content associated with the Palestinian narrative have emerged across
various digital platforms .The study adopts a descriptive-analytical approach
based on a critical review of reports issued by human rights organisations
and academic research documenting thousands of cases of content removal,
restriction and algorithmic downranking of Palestinian content. The findings
indicatethatdigitalcensorshipisnolonger merelyatechnicaloradministrative
phenomenon; rather, it has evolved into a parallel legal system that performs
legislative, executive and judicial functions within the networked space,
without grounding in clear political legitimacy or legal accountability. Digital
platforms have moved beyond the stage of “content moderation” to become
a normative authority that reshapes the concepts of freedom, responsibility
and justice in the digital environment. Accordingly, digital censorship does
not operate as a neutral technical procedure; instead, it plays a structural
role in shaping the broader epistemic sphere through opaque algorithmic
mechanisms that reorder the visibility of information and marginalise certain
narratives. In this sense, these platforms contribute to what may be described
as “epistemic annihilation”, leading to the emergence of a parallel power
structure operating outside traditional legal frameworks. The study therefore
recommends the development of international accountability frameworks
and independent oversight mechanisms to enhance transparency, safeguard
digital justice and protect the right of peoples to narrate their own stories.

Keywords: Digital Censorship, Parallel Authority, Algorithmic Control,
Epistemicide, Palestine.
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Representations of the War on Gaza: A Critical,
Integrative Approach to Colonial Tendencies in
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Abstract:

This study examines an epistemological question concerning how researchers
believe they are able to understand media coverage of the war on Gaza,
and how they present this knowledge to readers of their research in light
of media studies theories and concepts. This question can be summarised
as follows: What have media studies contributed regarding the coverage of
the war on Gaza? And how has this coverage been interpreted? To address
this, the study analyses a sample of 14 research papers, selected from
available studies conducted on the war since 7 October 2023, as well as prior
to it. The analysis is based on the following units: topic, material, research
problem, methodology and findings. The study identifies the limitations of
the critical analysis approach employed in most of the sampled research,
particularly its tendency to privilege interpretation over explanation, and its
reliance on professional and ethical standards to evaluate media coverage of
the war. It further demonstrates that a postcolonial orientation provides the
most appropriate theoretical framework for understanding the underlying
dynamics of media coverage of the war on Gaza. Accordingly, the study
undertakes a genealogical analysis of key concepts underpinning Western
theories that explain media practice, such as freedom of expression, the
right to information, neutrality and objectivity. It argues for freeing these
concepts from colonial bias after highlighting the cultural limitations of
certain Western theories. The study concludes that Western media coverage
of the war on Gaza adds to previous media experiences that have shown that
professional and ethical values in the media field are discursive formations
and the product of social construction. Media practice itself defines and
continually reshapes the content of these values, rather than the reverse.
Therefore, media studies in the Arab region must be re-examined through a
genealogical critique of the central concepts that underpin Western theories,
paving the way for the decolonisation of media research.

Keywords: Decolonisation, Critical Discourse Analysis, Contextual Objectivity,
Journalism of Attachment, Neutrality.
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Abstract:

This study examines the performance of media outlets during conflicts
affecting the entire world, and the role they can play by virtue of their capacity
to influence audiences, through their coverage of conflict events and their
use of concepts and content related to conflict resolution. It was based on
the premise that the media, throughout history, has been closely intertwined
with conflicts, disputes and wars, often fuelling them, and that its ability to
contribute to de-escalation and resolution is highly limited. This is largely
because media organisations are not independent entities; most are aligned
with local, regional or international actors and approach conflicts according
to the agendas of their funders and the interests of the parties to whom they
are connected. The study adopts a descriptive methodology to diagnose
and characterise conflicts, identify their features and manifestations, and
examine the role of the media in covering them, as well as the interactive
relationship—on that basis—between media, audiences and conflicts. It also
draws on a cognitive approach to media, viewing it as a means of socially
constructing reality. From this standpoint, it explores the relationship
between media and conflict through the lens of constructivist theory and
social responsibility theory. The study concludes that media outlets play
essential roles in most conflicts around the world; however, they remain
largely unable to offer a professional media model oriented toward public
service—one that contributes to creating a shared space for conflicting
parties and facilitates dialogue between them. Despite the emergence of
certain strands of conflict-sensitive journalism, which present themselves
as advancing solutions and peace, these have remained limited, situational
experiments, far removed from sustained media practice.

Keywords: Conflict Resolution, Peace Journalism, Conflict-Sensitive
Journalism, Solutions Journalism, Constructive Journalism, Positive
Initiatives.
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Abstract:

This study examines Israeli propaganda narratives, their transformations
and their strategies in the war on Gaza during the period spanning 2008
to 2025 through a second-order qualitative analysis of academic studies
addressing five major wars: the Battle of al-Furgan (or Operation Cast
Lead) (2008-2009), Operation Stones of Baked Clay (or Operation Pillar of
Defence) (2012), the Battle of the Withered Grain (or Operation Protective
Edge) (2014), the Battle of the Sword of Jerusalem (or Operation Guardian
of the Walls) (2021), and Operation Tufan al-Agsa (the Iron Swords War)
(2023-2025). The study explores shifts in Israeli propaganda through four
analytical approaches: central narratives, political contexts, communication
media and target audiences. The analytical sample consists of 36 Arab and
foreign studies collected through searches in digital academic databases.
The study employs content analysis to compile and examine the findings of
these studies. Tracing Israeli propaganda discourse reveals transformations
in Israeli narratives and propaganda strategies that reflect adaptation to
political and technological changes. The discourse shifted from a military-
security framework to a humanitarian and justificatory one, eventually
evolving into a discourse of victimhood, reflecting its continuous adaptation
to international contexts and changing trends in public opinion. The findings
also demonstrate the evolution of Israeli propaganda strategies from
traditional state-controlled media messaging to a multi-platform information
war. The focus consistently remained on portraying Israel as a victim of
“terrorism” and justifying military operations as “self-defence”. Over time,
these methods expanded to include real-time social media campaigns and
the management of media disinformation. The analysis further indicates
that Israeli propaganda has been closely tied to shifts in the political and
international context, adapting at each stage to reproduce its narrative in
ways that serve its strategic interests. Accordingly, the nature of target
audiences also evolved: from the domestic Israeli public to Western and
international audiences, then to Arab audiences, and ultimately to a diverse



global audience, in an effort to reshape Israel’'s image across multiple
levels of public opinion. To achieve this, Israeli propaganda adopted a hybrid
communication system combining traditional and digital media with artificial
intelligence, reflecting its ongoing adaptation to transformations in the global
communication environment.

Keywords: Israeli Propaganda, Hasbara 2.0, Digital Diplomacy, Narrative
Conflict, War on Gaza.
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Foreword:

Published by Al Jazeera Centre for Studies, the Modern Media Dictionary is an
epistemic contribution to the lexical industry that achieves an accumulation
of media knowledge as a scientific means of documenting the connection
to its field of work, giving readers a deep awareness of how the lexical
system expresses the process of phenomena and the issues that it deals with
through research on the origins of words, forming vocabulary and concepts,
and investigating their historical development. This electronic dictionary
will be the starting point for understanding the historical nature of media
terminology; the different contexts in which they were formed; the issues and
problems that it portrays in its relationship with social, political, intellectual
and philosophical transformations; and their effect on human thought on
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Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim, Academic Researcher.



these issues. This is because terminology cannot be isolated from the social,
historical and political structures that produced it. In addition, some social
and historical operations occur from within the terminology (e.g. cyberspace,
social media networks). This issue features a scientific article prepared by
Dr. Mohamed Ahmed Ibrahim as part of the Modern Media Dictionary series,
and a contribution to its construction and system.
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Abstract:

This critical analysis examines Pascal Boniface's Permis de tuer- Gaza:
génocide, négationnisme et hasbara, which seeks to deconstruct the political,
media and legal mechanisms producing an ‘implicit license’ granting Israel
impunity in its war on Gaza. The book rests on three pillars: diplomatic
impunity (via the US veto), media impunity (via the “Hasbara” strategy) and
normative impunity (via selective application of international law). Despite
its strength in exposing Western moral contradictions (such as mourning
Ukraine while ignoring Gaza) and formulating influential analytical concepts,
the book suffers from certain epistemological gaps, such as the absence

as Jrwgl dealay apuliudl aglell il Lygl xane .2 *
Dr. Mohamed Ourya, Professor of Political Science at Lusail University, Qatar.



of political-economic analysis and the neglect of regional geopolitics. The
analysis concludes that the book succeeds in raising the deeper existential
qguestion about the collapse of human conscience, and remains an essential
intellectual tool in an era of the normalisation of genocide.

Keywords: License to Kill, Hasbara, Impunity, Philosophy of Violence,
Western Hypocrisy, Gaza.
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